
Supplemental 
Decodable Passages 

Colleen Pollett 
Alyssa Ricke 

Contributing Writers 
Christina Giddings, Carley Lovell, Carrie Perry, 

Candy Plasschaert, Annie Raynes 



 
Supplemental   
Decodable Passages  
 

Decodable Text in UFLI Foundations  
 
Students chorally read a decodable passage with teacher support at the end 
of each UFLI Foundations lesson, beginning in Lesson 8. The passages target the 
new concept and include interleaved practice with previously taught concepts. 
This activity emphasizes the development of word-level and text-level 
automaticity, and it can be an opportunity to introduce basic comprehension 
strategies. 
 
For more information about this portion of the lesson routine, see pp. 32-33 in the 
UFLI Foundations manual. To learn more about supporting students’ fluency 
development within and outside of lessons, see the UFLI Fluency Support Guide.  

Supplemental Passages  

To support long term retention of concepts, UFLI Foundations repeats key lessons 
across more than one grade level.  For example, Lesson 44 is included in the 
Kindergarten sequence and repeated in the 1st grade sequence. While it is 
perfectly appropriate to use the same decodable passage when these lessons 
are repeated across grade levels, we received requests from teachers for 
additional passages. In response to this request, we have written a series of 
supplemental passages. See the chart on the next page for a list of lessons and 
the total number of passages provided for each lesson. 

The new supplemental passages are all included in this document and labeled 
as supplemental. They are only available in PDF format. Because it is completely 
optional to use these supplemental passages, the original passages will remain 
embedded in the lesson slide decks.  

 
  

https://ufli.education.ufl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/UFLI-Fluency-Support-Guide.pdf


UFLI Foundations Decodable Passage Lesson Guide 
 

Lessons Grades in Which Lesson are Taught # of Passages 
1-34 Kindergarten 1 

35-37 Kindergarten, First 2 
38 Second 1 

39-40 Kindergarten, First 2 
41 Kindergarten, First, Second 3 

42-43 Kindergarten, First, Second 3 
44-48 Kindergarten, First 2 

49 Kindergarten, First, Second 3 
50-52 Kindergarten, First 2 

53 Kindergarten, First, Second 3 
54-56 Kindergarten, First 2 

57 Kindergarten, First, Second 3 
58 Kindergarten, First 2 
59 Kindergarten, First, Second 3 

60-61 First 1 
62 First, Second 2 

63-68 Kindergarten, First, Second 3 
69-70 First 1 

71 Second 1 
72 First, Second 2 

73-75 First 1 
76 First, Second 2 

77-78 First 1 
79 Second 1 

80-81 First 1 
82-87 First, Second 2 

88 Second 1 
89-91 First, Second 2 

92 Second 1 
93-96 First, Second  2 

97 Second 1 
98-101 First, Second 2 

102 Second 1 
103 First, Second  2 

104-106 Second 1 
107-110 First, Second 2 
111-128 Second 1 
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Lesson 35a: Short A Review (CVC) 
supplemental passage 
 

Tad’s Cab 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

Tad has a cab. The cab has lots of mud 
on it. The cab has lots of dust in it. “The 
cab looks bad!” said Tad.  

He got a bag of rags and a tin of wax. 
He dips a rag in the wax. The wax gets rid 
of the mud and dust. “The cab looks rad!” 
said Tad.  

Tad got in the cab. The cab did not go. 
“Oh no!” said Tad, “I have to get gas!” 
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Lesson 35b: Nasalized A Review (an, am) 
supplemental passage 
 

A Can of Jam 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

Vin must get a can of jam. He ran 
to his pal Tam. “Tam, do you have jam?” 
Tam had a pan of yams but no jam.  

Vin hops in his van. He stops at Nan’s. 
“Nan, do you have jam?” Nan has a fan 
and a pet ram but no jam.  

Next, Vin asks Gram. “Gram, do 
you have jam?” “Yes,” said Gram. At 
last! Vin got his can of jam 
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Lesson 35c: Short A Advanced Review 
supplemental passage  
 

A Trip on the Tram 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

Grant plans a trip to see his best pal, 
Skip. Grant gets a bag. He crams a hat, 
a book, and pants in the bag. Grant 
grabs his bag and skips to the tram 
stop.  

The tram is at the stop! Grant gets on 
the tram. It is six stops to get to Skip. 
Grant sits and grabs his book from his 
bag. The tram trip is fast. Grant sees Skip 
at stop six. The pals have a grand trip. 
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Lesson 36a: Short I Review 
supplemental passage 
 

Quiz Sid 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

Sid is a fun kid. He has lots of wit. His 
pals ask him for tips. “What is the best 
spot to dig?” asks Bim. “In the big pit,” 
said Sid. “What is the best spot to run?” 
asks Kit. “On flat land,” said Sid. 

His pals quiz him. “What is six plus 
ten?” asks Liz. “Hmm,” said Sid, “can I 
have a hint?” 
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Lesson 36b: Short I Advanced Review 
supplemental passage 
 

Twin Gifts 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

Trip has a gift for his twin, Prim. But the 
gift has a twist. “I hid the gift,” said Trip. 
“Can I have a hint?” asks Prim. “No!” Trip 
grins. 

Prim squints. “Is it next to you?” Prim 
asks. “Yes.” said Trip. Prim jumps and lifts 
up the gift. “A book!” yips Prim. 

Prim flips the book and hugs Trip. “I 
have the best twin!” said Prim. “No, I do!” 
said Trip as he grins. 



© 2024 University of Florida Literacy Institute 

Lesson 37a: Short O Review 
supplemental passage 
 

The Fox and the Frog 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

The fox went to the pond to hunt frogs. 
As the fox ran to the pond, the frogs hid a 
log. The frogs see the fox, but the fox can 
not see the frogs. 

The fox jumps on top of the log. The 
frogs do not hop. The fox looks next to the 
log. The frogs do not hop. 

The fox jogs to the next log. Pop! The 
frogs hop from the log. Plop! The frogs hop 
into the pond. The fox did not get the frogs. 
He sobs. 
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Lesson 37b: Short O Advanced Review 
supplemental passage 
 

Rob and His Pond 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 
Rob is fond of his pond. His pond is big. It is 

the best spot to cast a rod. Rob stands next to 
the pond. He sees a blob. A blob can be bad if 
it clogs up the pond. 

Rob gets in his raft to look at the blob. Rob 
sees it is not a blob, it’s a frog! The frog is big 
and wet. The wet frog looks at Rob and hops on 
his raft. Rob gasps! He tilts the raft to get the 
frog to drop in the pond. The frog flips and flops.  

At last, the frog plops in the pond. Rob is 
glad. He is fond of his pond, but he is not fond 
of frogs. 



© 2024 University of Florida Literacy Institute 

Lesson 39a: Short U Review 
supplemental passage 
 

Dug the Pug 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 
Dug is a pug. He runs and has fun in 

the sun. But his bud, Rux, is in a rut. Rux 
got a cut on his leg. 

Dug sees his bud is sad. Dug wags at 
Rux. “Let’s run in the sun.” Dug and Rux 
run in the sun.  

“I am not in a rut,” said Rux. “I am 
glad,” said Dug. The pals had fun on the 
run. 
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Lesson 39b: Short U Advanced Review 
supplemental passage 
 

The Mom and Cubs 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

Mom and the cubs sit in the den. At 
dusk, Mom gets up to hunt. The cubs 
look glum as Mom hunts.  

What did Mom hunt? Mom just hunts 
bugs and slugs. What did Mom do? 
Mom dug to get the bugs and slugs. 
Mom gets a big lump of bugs.  

Mom is in the den. The cubs run to 
Mom. Gulp! The bugs and slugs are yum 
to the cubs! 
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Lesson 40a: Short U Review 
supplemental passage 
 

Ten Men on a Jet 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 
Hal has a big red jet. He met ten 

men. The ten men ask to look at the big 
red jet. Hal lets the ten men get on the 
jet.  

The men get to sit on the jet. The men 
get fed on the jet. Yet, the jet did not 
run. The ten men beg, but Hal can not 
get the jet to run. He must see if it has 
gas! 
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Lesson 40b: Short E Advanced Review 
supplemental passage 
 

The Sled 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

 

Fred and Ben have big red sleds. The kids 
are on a quest to see if the sleds are fast. Fred 
sits on his sled. The sled is not fast. Ben jumps on 
his sled. The sled is not fast. The kids cannot get 
the sleds to be fast.  

“I got it!” yelps Fred. “What is it?” asks Ben. 
Fred runs to the sled and jumps on. The sled is 
fast as can be! Fred had to be fast to get the 
sled to be fast. 

The kids run and sled, run and sled. Ben looks 
up and sees the sun set. The kids have to go 
rest.  
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Lesson 41a: Short Vowel Review (all) 
supplemental passage 
 

Nic Runs to the Book 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

Nic did not run a lot. If he ran, he got 
hot. It was not fun to be hot. Nic just sits. 
If he sits, he is not hot.  

Nic sits on the bus. He has a book to 
look at on the bus. Nic gets to his bus 
stop. “Oh!” Nic left his book on the bus. 

Nic has to run to the bus to get his 
book. The sun was hot as Nic ran. At the 
next stop, Nic got on the bus and got 
his book. It was not fun to run but he 
was glad to get his book. 
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Lesson 41a: Short Vowel Review (all) 
supplemental passage 
 

Mom Has Lots of Jobs 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 
Mom has lots of jobs. At 7 a.m., Mom jumps 

on the bed. “Get up, Liv and Vic!” said Mom. 
“Can you get us OJ and hot buns?” asks Liv. 
“Yes!” said Mom. 

Next, Mom runs the kids to the YMCA. “Look 
at me! I can hop on the mats,” said Vic. “Look 
at me! I can run six laps,” said Liv. At 12 p.m., 
Mom, the kids, and the pups went to the vet. 
“The pups are fit,” said the vet. 

The kids and the pups have fun in the sun 
and mom looks at the plants. As the sun sets, 
mom said, “No jobs are left, kids and pups must 
go to bed.” 
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Lesson 41b: Short Vowels Advanced 1 
supplemental passage 
 

Lost on a Run 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

West was at camp. He left his tent to 
run. He runs his best in the sand at 
camp. He runs and runs.  

In a bit, he stops next to a big log to 
rest. He looks up and sees he is lost. 
West ran fast and lost his camp spot. “I 
have to get to the tent,” he said. He 
looks at his steps in the sand. Next, he 
sees the bend he ran past. 

In the end, he gets to his tent at 
camp and did not have to get help. 
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Lesson 41b: Short Vowels Advanced 1 
supplemental passage 
 

Pet Land 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

Jan and Tom are the best of pals. “Let’s 
go to Pet Land!” said Jan to Tom. “Pet Land 
has a lot of pets. It is the best pet spot to 
get dogs, cats, frogs, and slugs,” said Jan. 

The kids step into Pet Land. “What do 
you see?” asks Jan. “Look! The frogs jump 
from pad to pad! The frogs are fast!” said 
Tom. “Look! The dogs do flips! The dogs are 
fast!” said Jan. “Look! The cats spin and run! 
The cats are as fast as the dogs!” said Tom. 

“Look! Can you spot the slug?” asks Jan. 
“I see the slug! The slug bends and rests on 
the log, but the slug is not fast,” said Tom. 
Pet Land is fun! 
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Lesson 41c: Short Vowels Advanced 2  
supplemental passage 
 

Fun on the Mat 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

 

Kat and Grant are best pals. “Look at that 
big, red mat!”, said Kat. “I can do splits and 
flips.” Kat steps on the mat to do a split. “Look at 
me, Grant!” Kat got up and did a grand flip. 
Grant gasps and claps at Kat.  

Kat asks Grant, “What can you do on the 
mat?” Grant clasps his hands, jumps up, and 
flips. Kat claps at Grant.  

“Let’s do a stunt!”, said Kat. Grant grabs 
Kat’s left hand to help do swift flips. Kat lands on 
the mat. Kat and Grant did it! The pals clap and 
have a blast on the mat!  
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Lesson 41c: Short Vowels Advanced 2 
supplemental passage 
 

The Hunt 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

Jen and Bronx went on a hunt. “Look at the 
map”, said Bronx. “Stomp on the end of the 
log,” said Jen. “I see the top of a bag! Let’s dig 
it up!” said Bronx. The bag had six gum drops. 

 Next, the kids went to the pond. “Look past 
the plant, Bronx. Can you see a bag?” asks Jen. 
“I see it! A bag is in the nest. It has ten mints!” 
said Bronx.  

Last, the kids went to the big stump. In a 
snap, Jen said, “I see a plump bag!” Bronx ran a 
sprint to the bag. It had lots of red hots. “Let’s 
split the bags,” said Jen. “It’s a grand plan!” 
said Bronx. 



© 2024 University of Florida Literacy Institute 

Lesson 42: FLSZ Spelling Rule 
supplemental passage 
 

The Jazz Class 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

“Jill, do you want to go to a tap class or 
a jazz class?” asks Bess. “I want to go to a 
jazz class to do jumps and box steps!” said 
Jill. Bess adds Jill to Miss Bell’s jazz class. 

“Tell your mom the class is at ten,” said 
Bess, “I will help you stuff your jazz bag.” Jill 
grabs her red bag. “What do I put in the 
bag?” asks Jill. 

Put in a dress, but no frills. It must fit well. 
Next, toss in pins for your bun. Last, add 
your jazz book,” said Bess. “This class will be 
swell!” said Jill. “The best!” said Bess. 
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Lesson 42: FLSZ Spelling Rule 
supplemental passage 
 

The Dress Mess 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

Steff ran in the grass and fell. “I am OK,” yells 
Steff. Miss Puff looks at Steff. “You are OK, but your 
dress is a mess!” “No!” Steff frets, “Mom will fuss if the 
dress is a mess.” “Do not fret,” said Miss Puff, “I will 
buff your dress and your mom will not see the mess.”  

Miss Puff rubs suds on the dress to get the mess 
off. Steff looks at the dress and huffs, “You can still see 
the mess.” “It is not bad,” said Miss Puff, “just a bit of 
mess left on the cuff.”  

Steff sees mom. Mom sees Steff. “What is it?” asks 
Mom. “The dress!” sniffs Steff, “it is a mess.” Mom looks 
at the dress. “Do not stress. I can fix the mess. Do you 
want to help me?” Steff nods. Mom hugs Steff. 
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Lesson 43: -all, -oll, -ull  
supplemental passage 
 

Cliff the Bull 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

Cliff is a small bull. All Cliff wants to 
do is go run in the grass on the hills. But 
in the fall, he must be in a stall. You see, 
Cliff stomps on the grass and it gets 
small. He must be in a stall for a bit, so 
the grass can get tall.  

Cliff wants to be in the hills, but I must 
tell him no. Cliff is mad, so he rolls to hit 
the stall wall. The wall falls! Cliff runs to 
the hill. I call to him, but he will not go in 
the stall. What can I do? 
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Lesson 43: -all, -oll, -ull  
supplemental passage 
 

The Bull Frog and Troll 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

A bull frog sits on a big pad in a pond. The 
bull frog is sad and wants a pal. A troll sits on a 
hill next to the pond. The troll is sad and wants a 
pal. Can the bull frog and the troll be pals?  

The troll pulls bugs from the tall grass on the 
hill. The bull frog sees the troll and hops up to 
him. “Can I see your bugs?” asks the bull frog. 
The troll grins. “Yes, I have lots of bugs you can 
look at.”  

The troll and the bull frog go up the hill to 
pull bugs from the tall grass. “You are so fun,” 
said the troll. “Do you want to be my pal?” “You 
bet!” said the bull frog. So, the troll and the bull 
frog got to be pals. 
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Lesson 44: ck /k/ 
supplemental passage 
 

Zack’s Trick 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

Zack has a black bag. “Do you want to see a 
trick?” Zack asks his pal Brock. Brock nods. Zack picks 
up the bag. “Look in the bag and tell me what you 
see.”  

Zack looks in the bag but can not see well. 
“Quack, quack!” Brock jumps back. “Is it a duck?” 
Brock asks. “No! It’s not a duck,” says Zack. Brock 
looks back in the bag. He still can not see well. 
“Cluck, Cluck!” Brock jumps back. “Is it a chick?” 
Brock asks. “No! It’s not a chick,” says Zack.  

Zack flips the bag and a rock falls in his hand. 
Brock looks at Zack. “What? It’s just a rock? But what 
was the quack and the cluck from?” Zack grins and 
yells, “Quack, quack, cluck, cluck, my trick got you!” 
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Lesson 45: sh /sh/ 
supplemental passage 
 

Fish in Trash 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

Shep and I go to the pond to skip rocks. As 
we get to the pond, we are in shock. The pond 
is full of trash!  

“What a mess!” I gag. I see a fish is stuck in 
mesh from the trash. “We have to help the fish!” 
I yell. “We will!” Shep yells back.  

We dash to the pond in a flash. Shep gets 
the mesh off the fish. “You are fast!” I gush. The 
fish swims on and we wish it well. Next, we stash 
the rest of the trash from the pond in a bag. We 
pull the bag shut. “Not bad!” Shep grins at me 
and we go back to skip rocks. 
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Lesson 46: Voiced th /th/ 
supplemental passage 
 

Clams 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

Dad put a bag of fresh clams on the shelf. 
“Do you want to help me shuck the clams?” 
Dad asks. “That will be fun! Where do you get 
them from?” asks Nash. “Get your iPad. Let’s 
look that up on the web,” Dad said. Nash sees a 
man dig and dig in the wet sand. The man pulls 
up six small clams. “You find them in the sand!” 
said Dell. “You got it!” Dad said.  

Dad hands Nash a stiff brush. He scrubs the 
grit off the clam shells. Then, dad helps Nash 
shuck the clams. Next, Dad drops them in a hot 
pot. Last, Dad and Nash gulp them up. “Yum! 
Yum!” they said. 
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Lesson 47: Unvoiced th /th/ 
supplemental passage 
 

My Sloth Smells! 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

 

I have a pet sloth. He is as soft as cloth, 
but he smells of filth. I have him sit in a lot of 
baths. But he still smells of filth! If I do the 
math, this next bath will be his tenth. As he 
goes in the tub, I add thick suds to help the 
smell. It did the trick! He smells of fresh grass, 
not filth. 

With the bath in the past, we sit and 
grab snacks. I had a small plum, and my 
pet sloth had twigs with buds on them. We 
were so glad the bad smell left! 
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Lesson 48: ch /ch/ 
supplemental passage 
 

Chimps 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

Chad met up with Chip to go on a walk and talk. 
As they walk, Chad says, “I just got a book on chimps. 
It says they munch on ants and plants.”  

“Do they run fast?” asks Chad. “Yes, they can run 
fast in the grass. And they can jump from branch to 
branch.” “Do they nap?” asks Chad. “Yes! They nap 
in nests of twigs.”  

Chip yells, “I wish I had a chimp! I want a chimp! 
It can be such fun!” Chad said, “No! Chimps are not 
pets. They get big and can snap at you.” Chip was 
sad. “Get a dog!” Chad said with a grin. “Yes, a dog 
will be a fun pet,” said Chip and he was glad. 
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Lesson 49: Digraphs Review 1 
supplemental passage 
 

The Brick Shop 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

Thad and Dell walk in to the brick shop. In the 
brick shop, bricks can be lots of stuff, not just 
bricks. “Look at all of the bricks in the bins!” says 
Dell, “The big red bricks can be a ship.” 

“The small tan bricks can be a cat. The small 
black bricks can be a rat. The cat can run with the 
rat.” says Thad.  

Dell and Thad pick their bricks from the bins. 
Then, the kids look up at the clock. The hands are 
at 12. “Grab your bricks and your cash, Thad. We 
do not want to miss lunch at the crab shack!” said 
Dell. 

“This was fun!” said Thad. “The best!” said Dell.  
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Lesson 49: Digraphs Review 1 
supplemental passage 
 

We Like to Shop 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

“Chet, do you want to go to the mall?” asks 
Trish. “Yes! The mall has the best shops. We can 
chit-chat as we walk,” said Chet. 

Trish and Chet stop at the clock shop. Tick-
tock go the clocks. Chet looks at the black 
clock on the wall. Next, they stop at the Snack 
Shack for lunch. They split fish sticks and chips. 

“What do you want to do next?” asks Chet. 
“We can walk to the book shop,” says Trish. 
Chet picks a book on shells and Trish goes with 
a book on trucks. Trish and Chet sit on a bench 
with their books. What fun it is to shop at the 
mall with a pal! 
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Lesson 50: wh /w/, ph /f/ 
supplemental passage 
 

The Test 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

“We have a math test!” said Miss Phan. 
“I had the book with me, but I did not look 
at it!” I tell Cass. “You are a whiz! You will do 
well!” Cass says as she whacks me on the 
back with a grin. I shrug at Cass. “I will have 
to do the test on a whim!”  

Miss Phan drops the test on the desk 
and says, “Do not talk when you have a 
test.” I grab the test and look at it. I see a 
graph. I see which box I should check. I can 
see what I must do next. All in all, I should 
do well. I am a whiz at math. Cass said so!  
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Lesson 51:ng /ŋ/ 
supplemental passage 
 

Ping-Pong 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

Bing is a big fan of Ping-Pong. He brings a 
Ping-Pong set to hang with Cliff. Bing swung 
at the Ping-Pong ball. He did not miss. He hit 
the ball with a whack. Cliff did not have that 
luck. Cliff swung at the ball, but it was a swing 
and a miss. 

Bing has a tip for Cliff, “you should pull 
your hand back when you swing.” Cliff pulls 
his hand back. He hits the ball, but it goes 
long. The ball hits the wall with a crash. “I can 
swing a golf club, but I cannot swing this 
thing!” said Cliff. “Then let’s golf!” says Bing. 
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Lesson 52: ng /ŋ/ (as in nk) 
supplemental passage 
 

The Prank 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

Link sees Gronk’s cup of milk on his desk. Link 
thinks, “I want to pull a prank on Gronk.” So Link 
adds a bit of broth to Gronk’s cup. 

When Gronk gets back to his desk he drinks 
a big gulp from his cup. Gronk blinks. He looks a 
bit pink. “This milk stinks!” he thinks. 

Link winks at Gronk. “What did you do, 
Link?” yells Gronk. “It’s a broth milk mix,” says 
Link as he cracks up! Gronk huffs then cracks a 
grin. “I could be mad but that was a fun prank.” 
“Thanks!” says Link, “let me get your cup, I will 
grab you a fresh drink. No broth!” 
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Lesson 53: Digraphs Review 2 
supplemental passage 
 

Thrift Thrills 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

 

Rich wants to shop at the mall. Rich picks up the 
phone to call his mom. “Mom, can we go to the 
mall?”, asks Rich. “Yes, I think we can go to the mall 
and thrift for stuff!”, said his mom. “What is thrift?”, asks 
Rich. “We can shop for lots of things but not spend lots 
of funds!”, said Mom. “That would be fun!” said Rich. 
His mom picks him up at home and they go to the 
mall.  

They walk into the thrift spot. They see a stack of 
pants and a rack of belts. Rich asks his mom, “Do you 
want this?”. His mom nods, “Yes! Thank you, Rich!”. 
Rich and his mom fill up the bags with the things they 
thrift. “I did not think we could get this much!”, said 
Rich. “You can when you thrift!” said Mom. “It is a thrill 
to get a lot of stuff!”, said Rich.  



© 2024 University of Florida Literacy Institute 

Lesson 53: Digraphs Review 2 
supplemental passage 
 

Ping and Tink 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

Ping and Tink are in Miss Lang’s class. “What would 
you like to do, Ping?” asks Tink. “Let me think. I want to 
do stamps. Can you bring them to me?” asks Ping. Tink 
gets the stamps with the ink pads. “I have the stamps 
plus a tub of felt tip pens,” says Tink. “I will get the blank 
books from the shelf,” says Ping.  

“What should we stamp in our books?” asks Tink. 
“Let’s stamp what we wish for. I wish I had six dogs,” 
says Ping. “I wish I could go to a brick shop. I would get 
bins and bins of bricks,” says Tink. The kids stamp and 
stamp. Then, Ping looks sad. “This is a big mess! The 
dogs look mad! Can you help me, Tink?” Tink stamps 
on Ping’s book. “There you go! The dogs are glad.” 
“Thank you so much! You are the best pal!” says Ping. 
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Lesson 54: a_e /ā/ 
supplemental passage 
 

The Lost Case 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

Chase has a gift from his dad. It is a black case with a red lock. 
He can lock his things in the case so they are safe. He drops the case 
by the gate in the sun. Then he goes to snack on his grapes.  

When Chase goes back to the gate, he can not find the case. 
“Who would take this case?” says Chase. His sis, Mave, waves from 
the path to the gate. 

“Did you take the case Dad gave me?” Chase asks Mave. 
“No!” Mave said with a shake. “This is not a game!” Chase states. “I 
did not take the case!” Mave yells. 

Mom walks up to them. “What is it?” “Mave hid the case dad 
gave me, and she will not tell me where it is.” said Chase. “I did not 
take the case! This is just a tale from Chase!” said Mave. 

Mom takes a look at Chase and grins. “Chase, what Mave said 
is not fake. I have the case. It is in the shade so it would not fade in 
the sun.” 

“See!” says Mave, “I would not take your case.” “I made a 
mess of this,” said Chase. Mave hugs Chase. Chase hugs Mave 
back. Mom, Chase, and Mave go sit in the shade with Chase’s case. 
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Lesson 55: i_e 
supplemental passage 
 

Let’s Go on a Bike Ride 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Blake and Mike plan to go on a long bike ride. They 
want to go fast to save time. “We could bring my kite 
and have fun with it”, said Blake. “I like that!” said Mike.  

They bike up the wide hill. “Let’s ride up fast!” said 
Blake. “Yes, we have a mile left to go,” said Mike. 
“Look!” said Blake. Blake and Mike pass by five kids on 
bikes. They are on a bike ride up the same hill. “Fast, fast, 
fast! We want to save time for fun with the kite!” said 
Blake.  

Oh no! They crash into a shrub. “Help!” whines Mike. 
Blake helps Mike get back on his bike. “Thanks. You are 
such a pal!” said Mike. “This is quite a bike ride!” said 
Blake. “What a thrill!” said Mike. Blake and Mike ride to 
the top of the hill with their kite in hand. Blake and Mike 
had lots of fun! 
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Lesson 56: o_e /ō/ 
supplemental passage 
 

The Bone 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

The phone rang. Cole woke in bed and sat 
up. “Who is it?” asks Cole. “It’s mom. Can you 
help me?” “With what?” asks Cole. “I went to 
get the bone for Stone, the pup, but it fell in a 
hole!” said Mom. “I can help!” said Cole. 

Cole drove to Mom’s home as quick as he 
could to get the bone for Stone. “The bone is 
white. It got stuck in there!” said Mom. Cole 
dove in the hole to get the bone. Mom froze. 
Did Cole save Stone’s bone? Yes! Cole got the 
bone for Stone. “Thank you so much, Cole!” 
said Mom. 
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Lesson 57: VCe Review 1; e_e /ē/ 
supplemental passage 
 

Make and Take 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

Blaze and Slone are in a make and take class. Blaze 
looks at the list of things to make. “I would like to glitz up 
a frame. What do you want to do, Slone?” 

Slone looks at the list. “I would like to glaze a cake,” 
she says, “Do we have time to do these things?” “I think 
we do. Let’s sit here on this bench,” Blaze adds. 

Slone grabs the cake kit. She goes with a white and 
pink theme. She frosts the cake white. Then she pipes 
pink roses on the top. Blaze grabs the frame kit. They 
stick glass stones on the frame. Then they add shells. 

“The frame looks fab!” said Slone. “The cake looks 
grand!” said Blaze. Slone hands the cake to Blaze. “A gift 
for you,” she says with a smile. Blaze grins back and gifts 
Slone the frame. 
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Lesson 57: VCe Review 1; e_e /ē/ 
supplemental passage 
 

Bash with a Theme 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

Steve wants to have a big bash with a theme. He 
asks his pal Cade to do it with him. Steve said, “Let’s 
use this twine to make nine spheres.” “Yes! We can 
make them look like globes.” says Cade. “Do you 
think we have time to make a dome cake?” ask 
Steve. “Yes! We can make it shine like the sun!” Cade 
states. “My, my, that would be quite a fine cake for 
the theme!” 

“Would you like it if Mike came?” asks Steve. “I 
could call him on the phone.” “Yes, tell him the date. 
He likes a fun theme” says Cade. On the date of the 
bash, Mike got on his bike and rode to Steve’s home. 
The mates had quite the time at the bash with the 
theme! What do you think the theme was? 
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Lesson 58: u_e /ū/, /yū/ 
supplemental passage 
 

Dane the Duke 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

Once there was a fine duke. His name was Dane. 
Dane was not the same as the rest of the dukes in his 
land. Dane was the one duke that was a bit odd. 
Dane chose to ride a mule. The rest of the dukes did 
not ride mules. When Dane sat on his throne, he 
would hum tunes. The rest of the dukes did not hum 
tunes on their thrones. The dukes were all rude to 
Dane for his mules and his tunes. Yet, Dane was not 
rude to them. 

Once, a duke fell off his bike in a sand dune. 
Dane was the one who gave the duke a hand. When 
the duke got up, he said thank you to Dane. “I can 
see what a brave pal you are,” said the duke. We 
should not be so rude to you. “Thanks,” said Dane, 
“would you like a ride home on my mule?” 
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Lesson 59: VCe Review 2 
supplemental passage 
 

Shane and Tate Hike 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

Shane and Tate like to go for hikes in the grove. They 
like to hike as the sun sets. Once, they went for a hike and 
came back with quite the tale. 

They were a mile into the hike when Shane said they 
should take a rest. “If we stop, we will be home late,” said 
Tate with a wise tone. “It is not that late yet,” said Shane 
with a wave. “I vote we rest.” “Fine,” said Tate, “but just for 
a bit.” 

Shane and Tate sat on a pine log. Just then, Shane felt 
a poke on his leg. He rose with a shock. The poke was a 
sting! “Get up,” yells Shane, “we sat in a hive!” Tate and 
Shane sprint from the hive. They did not stop til they got to 
the end of the hike. Tate and Shane huff and puff as they 
walk back home from their hike. Shane lifts his pant leg and 
looks at his sting. “So much for a nice rest.” 
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Lesson 59: VCe Review 2 
supplemental passage 
 

My Wife, Suze 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

My wife, Suze, was once a cute bride. On 
the eve we wed, Suze chose to standby my side 
as my date for life. We ate lime cake with my 
best mates. We got nine gifts. One mate gave 
us a rose vase. We had quite a fine time! At the 
end of the bash, we gave one last wave to the 
mates.  

Next, we rode home in a fine white truck. 
We sat close while we spoke of the fun time we 
had. We still have that white truck. When I ride 
in it, I smile and think of that time with pride. I 
was wise to make Suze my bride for life! 
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Lesson 62: VCe Review 3, VCe Exceptions 
supplemental passage 
 

Dove Love 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

I have some doves that live by my home. I 
love to give the doves some white rice as a 
snack. I sit on the bench and toss rice in the 
grass. Some have come close to me as they 
munch on their rice. They like to come close 
when I sit still. Once, one of the doves sat by my 
side while he ate. 

When they are done with their snacks, they 
take their place back on the line by my home. 
Then they flock to the nests where they live. If 
they could talk, I think they would thank me. I 
just love those doves! 
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Lesson 63: -es 
supplemental passage 
 

Benches for the Shop 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

Chase and Kate have skills with axes. They can 
use their axes to chop and slice and make nice 
things. Their bosses ask them to use their axes to 
make two benches for their shop. Chase and Kate 
grab their glasses to be safe. Chase slashes up a 
slab of pine with his ax. Kate makes frames for the 
benches and then they add the legs. 

Kate brushes the dust off the benches and 
Chase rushes to bag up the trash. They are all 
done. Kate does not think the benches look bad 
at all. Their bosses love the benches and ask if they 
can make a shelf next. 
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Lesson 63: -es 
supplemental passage 
 

The Boxes 
 

Illustrate the story here: 
 

“Brice, can you help me?” calls dad. Brice looks up. He 
sees two boxes. “What can I help you with?” asks Brice. “We 
have to look at the stuff in these boxes to see what we can 
get rid of.” Dad hands a box to Brice. “You look in this one 
and I will look in that one.” 

Brice looks in his box. He sees some of his mom’s 
dresses. “Dad, does mom still want these dresses?” “Let’s 
ask. Set those dresses to the side.” Brice looks back in the 
box. He sees a set of dishes. “Dad, should we toss these 
dishes?” “No, I like those.” said dad, “Set them to the side.”  

Brice sees one last thing in the box. It’s a set of glasses. 
“Dad, should we get rid of these glasses?” “No, we can’t 
get rid of those, they match the dishes. Set them to the 
side.” Brice taps his hand to his face and grins. “Dad, we did 
not get rid of one thing!” 
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Lesson 64: -ed 
supplemental passage 
 

Brent’s Snacks 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Brent loves snacks. His dad packed him many things 
that filled up his lunch bag. Brent crunched and 
chomped on his snacks at lunch. As he munched, Brent 
looked at his mates. They did not have any snacks. They 
looked like they wanted some of his snacks. 

Brent does not like to give up his snacks. His dad 
hinted that he should check to see if his mates wanted 
any. Brent just grunted at his dad. Brent’s dad added 
two snacks to his bag just in case. 

Brent looked at the two snacks and called to his 
mates. He asked if they wanted any. The mates said 
“YES!” Brent handed them the frosted snacks. They 
chanted, “Many thanks, Brent!” Brent was shocked that 
it felt so nice to give his snacks to his mates. 
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Lesson 64: -ed 
supplemental passage 
 

A Get Well Note 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Miss Hall called the names on the class list, 
“Jane.” “Here!” “Quin.” “Here!” “Hope, Hope?” “She 
is still at home sick. She has a stuffed up nose, and a 
flushed face,” said Tate. 

Quin asked, “Can we make Hope a get well 
note?” Luke added, “Let’s bring Hope a stuffed dog 
as a get well gift.” “That is a fine plan,” said Miss Hall. 

“What should we write in the note?” asked Jane. 
The kids looked at Miss Hall for help. Miss Hall said, “To 
Hope. We want you to get well fast. We send you lots 
of hugs. We miss you. Best wishes. From, Miss Hall’s 
class.” Tate said, “You rocked it, Miss Hall!” The kids all 
missed Hope. They were pumped to send the note 
and gift. 
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Lesson 65: -ing 
supplemental passage 
 

The Best Job For Me 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

I have a job selling plants, but I do not 
like it much. I have been thinking of looking 
for a job in singing and acting. I have been 
selling plants a long time, but it is not my 
calling. I want to sing and act on a stage.  

I do a fine job selling plants, but it does 
not make me glad. I could be bad at 
singing and acting, but I must give it a shot. 
I will stop wishing for what I want and make 
a change. The stage is calling my name. 
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Lesson 65: -ing 
supplemental passage 
 

Packing for the Trip 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

We are going on a trip to the Gulf. Dad rented 
an RV for the five of us. We were all helping to 
pack. I was stuffing the sun hats in a bag. We 
would use those for our ride on the shrimp ship. 
Jace was looking for the rake and dip net so we 
could dig for clams. Kim was packing the mesh 
bag and sifting pans for shelling.  

Mom was checking the list. “We missed some 
stuff. Jace, bring the rods for fishing. Kim, grab the 
snacks for camping.” Dad came into the RV and 
said, “We did a nice job packing, kids. This trip will 
be smashing!” 
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Lesson 66: Closed & Open Syllables 
supplemental passage 
 

Camping in the Grove 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

“Hi! Jan! Do you want to go on a camping trip with 
me?” Luke asks his friend. “What do you do when you go 
camping?” asks Jan.  

“We can bring a tent to camp in, nap sacks for resting, 
and snacks for snacking. We can ride bikes, go swim in the 
lake, and look for bugs,” said Luke.  

“Hmm,” Jan thinks. “I like to ride bikes, but I cannot 
swim, and I do not like bugs. What else can we do?”  

“Hmm,” Luke thinks. “We can take a walk next to the 
lake and look for rocks not bugs.”  

“Yes, I like that plan,” said Jan. Let’s go camping! 

The two friends have a blast on the camping trip. They 
ride bikes and spot rocks in the tall grass. They snack on 
chips, then get in the nap sacks to chat and rest. When the 
sun sets, they get in their tents and go to bed.  
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Lesson 66: Closed & Open Syllables  
supplemental passage 
 

My Pet Po 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

I have a cute dog. His name is Po. We met 
when he was one. We have been best friends 
since then. Po is not a fan of walks and does not 
like runs. If it was up to him, he would just nap all 
the time. 

It is my job to make Po go for a walk. I can 
get him to come when the sun is up. We walk 
for a bit but then he stops. He sniffs the grass 
and then sits. I call him but he will not come to 
me. He just looks up at me and smiles.  

I can’t help but smile back at him. He is just 
so cute. In fact, the sun is quite nice. I sit on the 
grass next to Po. We can take a walk in a bit. 
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Lesson 67a: Compound Words 
supplemental passage 
 

Sage and Stepmom Pack Lunch 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

“Sage, would you like to bring a friend with us to the 
pond?” Stepmom asked. Sage said, “Yes, I will ask Jane to 
come.” Stepmom said, “OK, we must make a list of things to 
take in the backpack for lunch. Can you help me do that?” 
Sage said, “Yes, when I am done looking for my laptop 
login.” 

“Are you all set to help me, Sage?” asked Stepmom. 
“Here I am! What do you have on the list?” “I have 
milkshakes, hotdogs, and chips. Is there something else you 
would like to add?” asked Stepmom. “Jane likes cupcakes. I 
love drumsticks!” said Sage. Stepmom smiled and said, “I will 
add those things because I love you.” Sage grinned and 
gave Stepmom a big hug. 

When Sage, Jane, and Stepmom got to the pond, they 
ate their lunch and tossed the softball. Sometimes they stay 
at the pond til sunset, but this time they left at two because 
Jane had to get home. Sage and Jane thanked Stepmom 
for helping them have such a fun trip to the pond. 
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Lesson 67a: Compound Words 
supplemental passage 
 

The Big Game 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

I love softball. Once, many of my friends said 
they were going to the big softball game. I asked my 
mom to take me. My mom could not take me 
because she had to pick up my sis from kickball. I was 
upset. Then, mom made a phone call. “Your stepdad 
will take you to the game, my love.” I got my 
backpack and left for the game with my stepdad. 

When we got there, we went to the snack stand. 
My stepdad got a drumstick for himself and a hotdog 
for me. We walked uphill to the stands at sunset. The 
softball game is going. When they hit a home run, we 
all yelled. I felt like I hit the jackpot. My stepdad and I 
got a snapshot to send to mom. We had the best 
time at the softball game. 
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Lesson 67b: Closed/Closed 
supplemental passage 
 

A Sunset Picnic 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Janet and Robin are best friends. They are 
planning a sunset picnic. “We can set up the picnic 
next to the sandbox,” said Janet. “We can pack a 
basket full of snacks and a big sandwich to munch 
on”, said Robin. 

Robin packs the basket with the snacks and a 
sandwich to split. Janet packs the drinks and a 
blanket. Robin adds plates. Janet adds napkins. “We 
are all set to have a picnic!” 

The friends walk to the sandbox and set up the 
blanket. Then, they grab the plates and napkins for 
the snacks. “Look at the sunset!” said Janet. The 
friends have fun at the picnic. “I want to do this 
often!”, said Robin. “That is a grand plan!”, said 
Janet. 
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Lesson 67b: Closed/Closed 
supplemental passage 
 

The Game of Tennis 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Tennis is quite a fun game. It looks complex, 
but I can give you some tips. The game calls for 
a net, ball, and racket. You use the racket to hit 
the ball across the net. When your racket makes 
contact with the ball, swing fast. 

In a tennis contest, you must win six games 
to win a set. Then, you must win two sets to win it 
all. The game goes fast and can be a bit hectic. 
Do not panic, you will get the hang of it. I must 
admit, a rapid tennis game is fun to witness. So, 
grab a friend and give tennis a go! 
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Lesson 68: Open/Closed 
supplemental passage 
 

Fun Moments with Noel and Keke 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Noel and Keke are done with class. The friends want to 
find something fun to do. Noel gives Keke a list of things they 
could do. Keke looks at the list. “I would like to go to the 
Bash and Splash! We can get a suntan and swim in the 
lake.”  

Noel nods at Keke. “Yes, Bash and Splash will be fun. I 
also want to do a U-Pick. We can pick lemons at Levi’s 
Ranch. I like a splash of fresh lemon in my drink.”  

Keke grins. “Yes, we can do the U-Pick. Last, I want to 
go to Swing Zone. The zip line is so fast!” 

“Okay,” said Noel, “We have to get going if we want to 
have time to do all of these fun things!”  

“Well then, let’s go!” said Keke. 

The friends had a blast at the Bash and Splash, the U-
Pick, and the Swing Zone. They were so glad class was done 
so they could do these fun things! 
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Lesson 68: Open/Closed 
supplemental passage 
 

The Pumpkin Place 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Raven loves pumpkins. When it is Fall, Raven likes to go 
to The Pumpkin Place to get a pumpkin. This is where all the 
best pumpkins are. Raven gets in the truck and drives to The 
Pumpkin Place. She walks in and takes a moment to look at 
all the pumpkins. She sees they are lined up by size.  

Raven must find the best pumpkin to take home. It must 
be big, but not so big that she cannot pick it up. She spots 
one that looks nice. When she picks it up, she sees that it has 
a scratch on the side. “This is not my pumpkin,” she thinks. 
Then she spots it. The best pumpkin. She looks at it from all 
sides. No spots, no scratches. “This is it!” Raven yelps with 
pride.  

Raven puts the pumpkin in the truck. She stops to get a 
hot drink and a donut for a snack. As she munches on the 
donut, she thinks of where she will put her pumpkin when 
she gets home.  
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Lesson 72: Long VCC 
supplemental passage 
 

Hide and Find 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Colt is a wild child. He likes to hide from his friends. Colt 
was at his old friend Keon’s home. When Keon was not 
looking, Colt hid behind a hutch. 

“Where did you go?” Keon yelled. Colt did not call back. 
When Keon walked past the hutch, Colt bolted and hid 
behind a gold desk. 

“Colt, I do not like this game. It’s time to stop!” Keon 
yelled. But Colt did not stop. He ran from the gold desk and 
hid in the tall hedge. Keon got a glimpse of Colt’s jacket 
behind the hedge. “There you are!” 

“Colt, I told you I do not like this game,” Keon scolds, “I 
do not like it when you hide or when I have to find you.” “I did 
not think you would be mad. I think the game is fun,” Colt 
said.  

“That is because you are a wild child and I am not,” Keon 
responds. Keon and Colt both felt bad. The two friends made 
up and switched to a game they both like. 
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Lesson 76: Ending Patterns Review 
supplemental passage 
 

Henry and the Sock 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Henry is a funny puppy. He is the only pet in the 
Tobinsky family. He does what he is told…most of the 
time. You see, Henry loves socks. If Henry finds a sock, 
he takes hold of it and will not let it go. The Tobinskys 
try to mind Henry all the time so he cannot snatch 
their socks.  

One day, the Tobinskys sat at the dining table to 
do a simple puzzle. Henry was on the rug next to the 
table. This was Henry’s lucky moment. At the edge of 
the rug, there was an old pink sock. Henry’s body 
wiggles and he jolts up to get the sock. All of a 
sudden, Poppa Tobinsky spots Henry and lifts him up 
with a giggle. The silly puppy did not get the sock, but 
he did get some belly rubs.  
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Lesson 82: er, ir, ur, w + or /er/ 
supplemental passage 
 

The Nurse Workshop 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Lenora is a nurse. She is going to a workshop 
to sharpen her skills. As she enters the workshop, 
she sees a girl in a pink shirt. That is her friend, 
Birdy. Lenora taps Birdy and murmurs hello. Birdy 
perks up. “This is superb!” she says, “I am so 
happy to see another friend here.” 

In the first part of the workshop, Lenora and 
Birdy take turns checking their vitals. Next, they 
work on mending burns. Third, they work on 
fixing broken bones. The girls are thrilled. “What 
a perfect workshop. I love being a nurse.” says 
Lenora. “Will I see you at the next one?” asks 
Birdy. “Do not worry, I would not miss it,” Lenora 
confirms. 
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Lesson 83: R-Controlled Vowels Review 
supplemental passage 
 

Backyard Garden 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Zury loves to work in the backyard garden with 
her father. There is nothing quite like it. The birds chirp 
under the sun and the buds are pretty in the garden. 
Zury has worked in the garden since she was a little 
girl. One of her first chores was to spend mornings in 
the garden.  

She has found that there is an art to garden work. 
It is not hard, but you have to be smart. Her father 
has a chart that tells them when to water the plants. 
Zury is in charge of the reports on the chart. The 
reports tell which part of the dirt is fine for plants and 
which part could use some help. Zury thinks this is the 
best kind of work in the world. She is happy to have a 
part in the garden with her father.  
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Lesson 84: ai, ay /ā/ 
supplemental passage 
 

Playing at the Arcade 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Today is Faith’s birthday. Cain has paid for them to 
go to the arcade. As Faith and Cain walk inside, they 
see a lot of different games. “I’m going to play Pac-
Man! I love the theme song,” said Faith. Cain runs over 
to a pinball game. “This one makes clacks, dings, and 
pops. It’s so much fun!” he yells. 

Next, Faith and Cain play the crane game. Cain 
wants to win a stuffed animal for Faith. He sees a black 
and tan snail. He moves the crane back and forth, but 
it sways. The crane drops the snail. The first try is a fail. 
He has another go at it and wins! 

Before the kids go to lunch, they stop by the photo 
stand. “Your birthday is a very important day, Faith. 
Let’s take a photo together,” says Cain. The kids take 
lots of snap shots. “This has to be my best birthday 
ever!” said Faith. “I’m glad!” said Cain. 
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Lesson 85: ee, ea, ey /ē/ 
supplemental passage 
 

Jay’s Jeep 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Jay dreamed of being sixteen for a long time. When he turned 
sixteen, he could finally drive all by himself. In the weeks before Jay’s 
sixteenth birthday, his father spent time teaching him to drive. He 
had to keep both hands on the wheel. He had to have his seatbelt 
on and limit his speed. “When you drive, being safe is important 
above all else,” Jay’s father told him. 

On Jay’s sixteenth birthday, he and his father went to the car 
dealership. Jay saved his money for weeks and weeks. He could not 
wait to spend it on a car. Among the sea of cars in the lot, Jay saw a 
neon green Jeep. He peeked inside and held the steering wheel. He 
beeped the horn and beamed. “This is the one I want,” he 
screamed. 

When Jay saw the fee for the Jeep, his face fell. “This Jeep is 
not cheap. I need to pick another one.” “Wait,” said Jay’s father, “I 
will give you the extra money you need. Consider it your birthday 
treat.” Jay was so stunned he could not speak. He got to keep the 
Jeep! 

“Who will you take on the first ride?” asked Jay’s father. “You!” 
beamed Jay, “Let’s take a ride to the beach.”  
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Lesson 86: oa, ow, oe /ō/ 
supplemental passage 
 

The Snowy Coast 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

The drive to the coast was long and slow. The roadside 
was filled with heaps of snow. Snowflakes were still floating 
from the sky above. Joan groaned in the back seat. “Are 
we there yet?” she asked again. “Not yet. Maybe you and 
Rowan can play games,” said mom. Joan and Rowan start 
with a bubble gum blowing contest. Joan blows the bigger 
bubble and wins! Next, they look for things out the window. 
Joan sees a boat tugging coal on the water. 

Rowan sees a yellow train covered in snow on the long 
railroad. Dad asks Joan and Rowan if they saw the doe with 
the spotted coat eating oats by the road. “What is a doe?” 
asks Rowan. “A doe is a female deer” says dad. Joan leans 
against the window so she can see better. “That doe is 
thirsty, look at her drink!” says Joan. The snow keeps falling 
harder and faster. “When we get to the coast, we will need 
to unload the car quickly because it is very cold!” said 
Rowan. “Are we there yet?” Joan asks again. 
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Lesson 87: ie, igh /ī/ 
supplemental passage 
 

Night Light 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

I have always been afraid of the dark. I do not like 
nighttime because it is so dark. Again and again, I find 
myself in a state of fright each night. I do not want to be 
afraid of the dark. I want to fight this fright. I go to my 
mother for some insight. “I am tired of being afraid of 
nighttime,” I cry. She sighs and pats my thigh. “What if I told 
you there was a way to see some light at night?” 

At nightfall my mother calls me over to the window. I 
come close to her, and she holds me tight. “I am always 
with you,” she says as she turns off the light. I try my best to 
fight the fright I feel without the light. Just then, lightning 
flashes in the sky above. It is so bright it seems to light up the 
whole world. To my delight, the lightning strikes again and 
again. It lights up the sky each time. I turn to my mother and 
smile. “Thank you for your insight. Why are moms always 
right?” She grins and hugs me tight. We watch the lightning 
until I fall asleep. When the sun comes back up, I almost miss 
the night.  
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Lesson 89: oo, u /oo/ 
supplemental passage 
 

Firewood 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Woody wanted to make a campfire in his backyard. The 
only problem was that he did not have any firewood. He went 
door to door to ask his friends if they had any firewood. One 
friend said, “I do not have firewood, but I could use your help. 
I need to remove this bush from my yard.” Woody agrees to 
help his friend. He pushed and pulled but the bush would not 
budge. Woody took a rest and looked for some tips on his 
phone. 

“I can use a hook to get rid of the bush,” Woody said as 
he returned to the stubborn bush. He put the hook on the 
trunk of the bush and pushed, pulled, and shook. It took a lot 
of work, but the bush gave way. 

Woody cut up the wood from the bush and went back to 
his friend’s door. “You poor thing! That was one mean fight!” 
said his friend. “Let me give you some money for your hard 
work.” Woody shook his head. “It was hard but look, I turned 
the bush into firewood.” Woody and his friend took the 
firewood to Woody’s backyard and made a big campfire. 
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Lesson 90: oo /ū/ 
supplemental passage 
 

Raccoon in the Garden 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Everyone on my street loves to garden. Each Spring, there is a 
contest to see who has the best garden. I think my garden can win. 
My plants are in bloom. I have had my tools in hand and my work 
boots on all day for many days now. My son has even been helping 
me. The plants that are blooming the best are my mushrooms.  

Today was the day of the contest. My son and I looked at the 
garden from the window. My son shook my arm. “Racoon!” he 
yelled. I turned and there was a racoon sniffing at the mushrooms! 
We zoomed out the door to shoo the raccoon away before it could 
scoop up a mushroom.  

“Scoot!” I yelled. The raccoon got spooked and ran away. 
“Good!” said my son, “the raccoon left.” I looked at the garden. 
“Not good,” I grumbled, “the racoon stomped on the mushrooms.”  

“Stay cool. We can fix this!” my son said. He picked up a tool 
and removed the broken mushrooms. Then we smoothed all the dirt 
in place.  We got the garden fixed just in time for the contest.  

The judge came over to look at the garden. She took a photo 
of the mushrooms and told us that we won!  
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Lesson 91: ew, ui, ue /ū/ 
supplemental passage 
 

Dewey’s Birthday Lunch 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Dewey’s birthday is this month. His crew wants to 
find a new place to have a birthday lunch for him. 
Sue thinks they should go to the place she visited last 
Tuesday. It had tasty cheeseburgers. Dave thinks they 
should go to the place he went last Thursday. It had 
amazing nachos. Sue’s burger place won. 

 On Dewey’s birthday, the whole group was 
ordering food and drinks. Dewey got an apple juice 
to start. Then he ordered a cheeseburger with a side 
of fruit. Sue ordered grapefruit juice and blue crab 
soup. Dave ordered a meaty stew. The crew chewed 
and chewed until the bill was due. Then the staff 
came with a free cake with a candle on it. The crew 
sang and Dewey made a wish on the candle. Happy 
Birthday, Dewey! 
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Lesson 93: au, aw, augh /aw/ 
supplemental passage 
 

The Art Contest 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Lawson loves to draw. He is self-taught, which means he has never 
had a formal art lesson. He has spent many hours over the last few months 
sharpening his raw talent. He has drawn hawks with claws, a fawn at 
dawn, and a racoon that he saw in his yard. Each time he draws, his skills 
increase.  

Once day, Lawson went to the art supply store to get some fresh 
markers for his drawings. There he saw a flyer for a drawing contest in 
August. The contest was to draw a family portrait. Lawson was good at 
drawing animals, but he had never drawn people before. He felt a bit 
intimidated by the contest, but he chose to be brave and enter.  

Next, he launched a mission to find a family to draw. He explained 
the contest to one of his friends. His friend offered himself and his baby son 
as models. This caused Lawson to leap with delight. Now he was ready to 
pursue the prize.  

Lawson had his friend hold the baby and stand on the lawn. Lawson 
started to draw, but then the baby bawled. “Try to sit instead,” said 
Lawson. They sat, but then the baby started to crawl. Lawson got the 
baby a ball to hold. The baby took the ball and held still. At last, Lawson 
could draw the family portrait. He created the perfect piece to enter the 
contest.  

Lawson hauled his drawing to the art store. The judge was thrilled 
with his work. Lawson won the contest, and the judge presented him with 
the prize.  
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Lesson 94: ea /ĕ/, a /ŏ/ 
supplemental passage 
 

The Surprise Breakfast 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

On Monday, Seth headed home with a note. The class 
breakfast party was on Wednesday, and it was Seth’s turn to 
cook. His father read the note, shook his head, and began 
to sweat. “Today is Tuesday! I do not have time to prep! 
Could we swap days with someone else?”  

Seth looked at his father with dread. “No! I made a 
promise to the squad that you would cook for them on 
Wednesday.” His father was swamped but he did not want 
to let his son down. He leapt up and took a sip of water and 
a deep breath. “Let’s head to the shop. We have an hour 
to wander.”  

At the shop, Seth wanted to grab bread for French 
toast. Father said, “Squash that idea! We do not have time.” 
Then, Seth wanted to grab items to make waffles. “Get the 
frozen ones instead!” his father shouted. On their way out, 
they snatched some grape spread and fruit. “Waffles with 
grape spread and fruit on top will be healthy and easy,” 
said Seth. Wednesday morning Seth watched with a smile 
as his father cooked breakfast at dawn to feed his 
classmates.  
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Lesson 95: oi, oy /oi/ 
supplemental passage 
 

Delroy and Booker at Camp 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Delroy and Booker try to do all things with each other. In 
February they play hockey and in March they play football on the 
same teams. Yet, they spend every hour, even every minute waiting 
for June when they go to camp. 

For a week each year they can boycott bedtime, dig in the soil 
with no voice saying no, join boys in fishing boats, run races, play tag 
at nighttime, and more.  

This year their plans may be spoiled. On Monday, Delroy tells 
Booker that he will not be joining him at camp this June. Booker feels 
destroyed by Delroy’s choice. Delroy pointed to all the fun Booker 
would have at camp, but Booker waved away the noise of his voice. 
In the time leading up to June, Booker would not see Delroy once. 

When Booker made it to camp, no boy could change his bad 
mood. He sulked to his cabin and slumped on to his bunk. He looked 
at his nightstand and saw a note with his name on it. He opened the 
note. It was from Delroy!  

Dear Booker, I wish I could be at camp with you. I told the boys 
all of the fun things we do, and they promised to take my place. 
Have fun. I will see next month. Your friend, Delroy  

Booker smiled. He was glad to have such a good friend.  
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Lesson 96: ou, ow /ow/ 
supplemental passage 
 

The Clown Show 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

In February, there is a clown show downtown every 
Monday night. This is Scout’s favorite show in the world. His 
father vowed to take him each week. Scout counts down 
the hours and minutes until the show. When it is time to go, 
Scout bounces out of the house. He plows past the loud 
crowd and shouts when the clowns enter the outdoor 
stage. The first clown is dressed like a cowboy. He mounts his 
horse and rides around getting howls from the crowd. The 
next clown gives heart-shaped flowers to a clown with a 
frown. Somehow, the flower turns the clown’s frown upside 
down. 

At the end of the show, all the clowns are jumping 
around on stage. Scout’s eyes cannot focus. There are too 
many clowns for him to count. Scout looks at his father and 
makes a heart shape with his hands. His father gives him a 
hug. Without a word, they head back to the house. What a 
great night at the clown show. Scout cannot wait to go 
back next week! 
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Lesson 98: kn /n/, wr /r/, mb /m/ 
supplemental passage 
 

Wadson Bakes Bread 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Wadson liked to bake. He was known for his bread. 
When his friends talked about his bread, they called it “the 
bomb!” He had a knack for kneading rolls with his knuckles. 
His friends could not ever stop eating his bread. They ate it 
as soon as he would make it and never left a crumb.   

Wadson worked hard to make bread for his friends. 
One day, as he was kneading his rolls, something felt wrong. 
His wrists were so sore they were almost numb. He wrung his 
hands thinking of what he could do. He didn’t want to stop, 
but he could not keep working with sore wrists. He walked 
back and forth, back and forth just thinking of what he 
could do.  

All of a sudden, he knew what to do! He took some 
note cards and pens and knelt at his desk. He wrote and 
wrote. He gave each of his friends a card with the steps for 
baking bread. Now he could rest his wrists while his friends 
kneaded the bread!  
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Lesson 99: -s/-es 
supplemental passage 
 

Art Class 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Joy and Shawn like going to art class. Miss Smith 
teaches them how to do many things such as sketch 
and paint. Today, they are going to paint animals in 
the snow. “First, you will sketch the foxes. Then you will 
use different shades of paint. Joy, can you get the 
brushes and paper? Shawn, can you get the paint 
sets and cups?” The kids pass out the art stuff and 
start to paint.  

Joy asks, “Miss Smith, how do I make it look like 
snow is falling?” Miss Smith answers, “You can flick 
your brush like this.” Shawn mixes brown and white 
paint to make a light brown tint. Miss Smith said, 
“Shawn, don’t forget to use several coats on the 
foxes’ fur. It will make the fur look plush and full.”  

At the end of class, Miss Smith says she likes the 
children’s art. Joy said, “We do good because you 
teach us well.” Miss Smith hugs the kids. 
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Lesson 100: –er, -est 
supplemental passage 
 

Wesley and Whitney 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Wesley and Whitney are twins who love to compete. Whitney 
boasts that she is two minutes older than Wesley and Wesley brags 
that he is one inch taller than Whitney.  

They compete all day. At breakfast they each tried to eat the 
most. “I can eat the tallest waffle stack!” Wesley said. “That waffle 
stack is not the tallest, mine is taller!” Whitney said. At school, the 
twins always peeked at each other’s papers. “My work is neater 
than yours!” said Whitney. “No, my work is the neatest!” shouted 
Wesley. During math, they both called out the answers as fast as 
they could. “I have the sharpest mind!” yelped Wesley. “No, my 
mind is sharper!” Whitney responded. Being the best was important 
to the twins. That is until one Wednesday in February when 
everything changed.  

Wesley and Whitney were at track practice. They both wanted 
to be the fastest. “On your mark, get set, go!” yelled Coach and 
they were off! The twins were neck and neck until a pebble flew up 
from the ground and hit Whitney. “My eye!” She yelled and fell 
down. Wesley slowed down. He looked back at his twin who was 
hurt. He did not want to be quicker than Whitney anymore. He 
helped her up and they finished the race together. The twins still like 
to compete, but now they know they are stronger and better when 
they help each other. 
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Lesson 101: –ly 
supplemental passage 
 

Nurse Kent 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Kent’s dream was to be a nurse. He wanted this job so 
badly. He felt like it would be the highest honor to be a 
nurse. 

Kent decided to enroll in classes. He instantly loved 
what they were teaching him. It was a lot of work and very 
costly, but he bravely kept going. He was happy to show off 
his newly learned skills.  

Kent goes to the hospital with his teacher to practice 
his nursing skills. It is his turn to demonstrate how to treat a 
sick child. He calmly walks up to the child’s bedside and 
puts on gloves to safely check for a fever. The child is slightly 
warm and has a bad rash. Kent quickly grabs some 
ointment and gently spreads it on the rash. Then he carefully 
covers the rash with gauze. Kent’s teacher is proud of his 
work. 

After many years of studying, Kent passed all of his 
classes and exams. He is finally a nurse! He loves his highly 
demanding job and could not dream of doing anything 
else. 
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Lesson 103: un- 
supplemental passage 
 

The Unkind Rumor 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Today, Roscoe uncovered an unkind rumor 
about his friend, May. He wanted to find out the truth, 
so he went to speak to her directly.  

When he asked her about the rumor, May 
exclaimed, “That is untrue! Where in the world did 
you hear such an unreal statement? Be honest, 
Roscoe!” Roscoe was unable to uncover where he 
had heard this hurtful tale. “Do you truly think this 
about me?” asks May. “Are you spreading this 
around town? This makes me very unhappy!”  

“I did not trust what I was told. I think it is untrue,” 
explains Roscoe. “That’s why I came to you instead of 
letting the rumor spread.” May takes a breath and 
gives Roscoe a meaningful look. Roscoe is a true 
friend, and May is thankful for his honesty. Together, 
May and Roscoe squash this untrue rumor and unlock 
the truth once and for all.   
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Lesson 107: Doubling Rule -ed, -ing 
supplemental passage 
 

Fritz and Nibs 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Fritz and Nibs are Kate’s best friends. In the 
morning, you can find the dogs napping on their 
padded beds. When they see Kate filling up their 
bowls with food, they come running. As they gobble 
up the kibble, their tails are wagging, and they have 
a half-lidded gaze. They like to eat!  

In the afternoon, Fritz and Nibs spend time 
napping and wait for Kate to come home from class. 
When she opens the door, they come whizzing over 
to her with glee. They give Kate lots of kisses and she 
gives them lots of belly scratches.  

In the evening, Kate feeds the dogs again. Then, 
she plays fetch with them, only stopping when it is 
time to do homework. Fritz and Nibs keep Kate very 
busy. She loves spending lots of time with her dogs 
because they are her best friends. 
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Lesson 108: Doubling Rule -er, -est 
supplemental passage 
 

David and Poppy 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

David is just like his grandfather, Poppy. When Poppy 
was a kid, he batted for his baseball team. David is batting 
for his team now. When Poppy was a kid, he was known for 
running the fastest on his team. Now, David is the fastest 
runner on his team. Poppy was thinner than all the other 
players on his team but always wanted to be bigger. David 
is slimmer than the other players but wishes he was the 
biggest too! When Poppy gets angry, his cheeks always turn 
red. When David gets angry, his cheeks turn even redder 
than Poppy’s!  

Today, Poppy and David love to play baseball 
together. Poppy even built a batting cage in his yard to use 
when David visits. They talk about building an even bigger 
one together next summer. When they play baseball 
together, they practice pitching. David always flatters 
Poppy by saying Poppy throws the fastest pitches. Poppy 
smiles knowing that one day David’s pitches will be faster 
than his.  
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Lesson 109: Drop-e rule 
supplemental passage 
 
 

Heaven’s Skating Gift 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Heaven has always dreamed of being an ice skater. The 
closest she has been to skating is dancing. She has danced her 
entire life but has never had the chance to put on ice skates and 
get in a rink.  

On the morning of Heaven’s birthday, her mom woke her up 
extra early. “Happy birthday, Heaven!” she shouted. Heaven was still 
sleepy and a bit startled but slowly awoke. “Here,” mom said as she 
handed Heaven a card, “open your gift.” Heaven sat up, rubbed 
her eyes, and slowly opened her card. As Heaven read her card she 
gasped then smiled. “Skating lessons!” she squealed with delight. This 
was the nicest gift Heaven had ever gotten.  

That afternoon, Heaven found herself at the skating rink for the 
very first time. She felt a bit timid at first and hoped she would meet a 
new skating friend. As she sat on the bench to put on her skates, the 
nicest girl sat beside her. They chatted and joked and soon Heaven 
felt braver.  

Her ice-skating lesson went well. Heaven felt like she was 
dancing as she sliced across the rink. She loved that feeling. When 
the lesson was over Heaven hugged and thanked her mom. She 
would not have traded this gift for anything.  
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Lesson 110: Y to I Rule 
supplemental passage 
 
 

Hobbies 
Illustrate the story here: 

 

Do you know what a hobby is? Hobbies are activities you do 
just for fun. Hobbies can be anything like sports, games, music, or 
crafts. Next time you are even the tiniest bit bored, consider trying a 
new hobby. 

My friend Everly has a ton of hobbies. She likes to play the 
piano, ride her bike, and read books. Everly is happiest when she 
gets to spend time on her hobbies. 

When Everly plays her piano, she likes to pretend that she is a 
rock star in front of a huge crowd. She can even hear the cries of 
applause from her fans.  

On the sunniest days, Everly rides her bike on trails. Most of the 
time she invites her buddies to join her. They like the bumpiest trails 
the best and race to see who is the fastest.  

On days it is a bit cloudier, Everly likes to read. She finds her 
fluffiest blanket, makes herself a yummy snack, and curls up with a 
good book.  

Everly’s hobbies make her happier. She says the key to finding a 
good hobby is picking something you love doing just for fun and just 
for yourself. What kind of hobby would you like to try?  

 




